
ART & DESIGN LEARNER PROFILE 
 W YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEARS 3 & 4 YEARS 5 & 6 CHALLENGE 

T
o 

d
e
ve

lo
p 

id
e
as

 (
D
I
) 

a. I can respond to given 

materials or media. 

a. I can respond to ideas and 

starting points. 

 

a. I can develop ideas from 

given starting points. 

a. I can develop ideas in a 

variety of ways from given 

starting points 

a. I can develop and 

imaginatively extend ideas 

from given starting points. 

a. I can work from different 

starting points, developing an 

extended repertoire of ideas. 

b. I can show preferences for 

different colours, patterns 

and textures. 

b. I can develop an awareness 

of colour, pattern, texture, 

shape and form in the 

environment. 

b. I can explore ideas, collect 

visual information and use 

appropriate vocabulary to 

explain their choices. 

b. I can collect information, 

sketches and resources and 

begin to organise in a 

sketchbook. 

b. I can collect information 

sketches and resources and 

present ideas imaginatively in 

a sketchbook with 

annotations. 

b. I can use a variety of 

source material – collected, 

selected and analysed in a 

sketchbook. 

c. I can use the language of 

colour, pattern or texture to 

describe a piece of art. 

c. I am beginning to use visual 

language. 

c. I can comment on artworks 

using some visual language. 

c. I can comment on artworks 

using visual language. 

c. I can comment on artworks 

with a fluent grasp of visual 

language. 

c. I can evaluate my own and 

others artwork with 

reference to the visual 

elements, using critical and 

contextual vocabulary to 

express their opinions. 

d. I can choose colours, 

patterns, textures, shapes 

and forms and use them in 

their work. 

d. I can select an idea to be 

developed. 

d. I can select ideas to be 

developed in a piece of work. 

d. I can select, adapt and 

refine ideas to be developed 

in a piece of work.  

d. I can spot the potential in 

unexpected results as work 

progresses. 

d. I can use my evaluations to 

strengthen the visual impact 

in their own work. 
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(I

) a.I can respond to a piece of 

work. 

a. I can describe what I think 

or feel about the work of 

others. 

a. I describe some of the 

characteristics of different 

kinds of art, craft and design. 

a. I can describe the work of 

others commenting on their 

ideas and purposes.  

a. I compare and comment on 

differing ideas, methods and 

approaches used by artists, 

crafts people and designers. 

a. I can research the history 

of art, craft and design from 

ancient to modernist periods. 

b. I can use materials used by 

artists to create my own work. 

b. I know that paintings, 

sculptures and drawings have 

meanings. 

b. I can use some of the 

ideas of artists studied to 

create pieces. 

b. I can replicate some of the 

techniques used by notable 

artists, artisans and 

designers. 

b. I think about artwork by 

relating it to the contexts in 

which the work was made. 

b. I can apply knowledge and 

ideas from the great artists, 

architects and designers from 

ancient to modernist periods. 

 

 c. I can recreate the work of 

artists studied. 

 c. I can create original pieces 

that are influenced by studies 

of others.  

c. I can create original pieces 

that show a range of 

influences and styles. 

 

 

T
o 

m
as

te
r 

te
ch

ni
qu

e
s 

in
 d

ra
w

in
g
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D
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a. I enjoy making marks, signs 

& symbols on a variety of 

types of paper. 

a. I can use lines to 

represent objects seen, 

remembered or imagined.  

a. I use pencils, pastels & 

charcoal in my drawings. 

a. I can sketch lightly (so I 

do not need to use a rubber). 

a. I can use a range of 

materials to produce line, tone 

& shade with skill. 

 

a. I can select appropriate 

drawing materials. 

b. I can use marks, lines & 

curves expressively. 

b. I can draw lines of 

different sizes and thickness. 

b. I can show patterns & 

textures in my drawings by 

adding dots & lines. 

b. I can explore shading, 

using different media to show 

light and shadow. 

 

b. I am confident to use line, 

tone & texture to represent 

objects in 3D. 

b. I know when different 

materials can be combined & 

use this to good effect. 

c. I can represent or 

symbolise an object in 2D. 

c. I can colour own work 

neatly following the lines. 

c. I can explore different 

grades of pencils to show line, 

tone and texture. 

c. I can draw familiar things 

from different viewpoints and 

can begin drawing simple 

perspective. 

c. I can use a variety of 

techniques to add interesting 

effects e.g. reflections, 

shadows, direction of sunlight. 

c. I am developing my own 

style of drawing. 

 d. I can describe the lines, 

shapes & patterns I see. 

d. I can use a viewfinder to 

help me in sketching. 

d. I can use hatching and 

cross hatching to show tone 

and texture. 

d. I can use a range of 

techniques to depict 

movement, perspective, 

shadows and reflection. 

d. I can choose a style of 

drawing suitable for the work 

e.g. realistic or 

impressionistic. 
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a. I can explore using thick 

brushes, foam & sponge 

brushes to make marks. 

a. I can use thick & thin 

brushes with some control. 

a. I can use a range of 

brushes with control. 

a. I can use a number of 

brush techniques using thick 

and thin brushes to produce 

shapes, textures, patterns 

and lines. 

a. I can explore the effect on 

paint by adding water, glue, 

sand, sawdust... 

a. I can produce paintings 

that include texture gained 

through paint mix or brush 

technique. 

b. I can use a variety of tools 

to spread paint – straws, 

matchsticks as well as 

brushes. 

  b. I can use watercolour paint 

to produce washes for 

backgrounds & then add 

detail. 

 b. I can use the qualities of 

watercolour and acrylic paints 

to create visually interesting 

pieces. 

 c. I know how to mix primary 

colours to make secondary 

colours. 

c. I am beginning to add black 

to colours to make tones. 

c. I can mix colours using 

tints & tones to create a 

colour palette. 

c. I can create a colour 

palette and use it to 

represent images I have 

observed in natural & man-

made environments. 

c. I can combine colours, 

tones and tints to enhance the 

mood of a piece. c. I am beginning to add 

white to colours to make tints. 

d. I can purposefully choose 

colours. 

d. I can explore/experiment 

mixing colours. 

d. I can create a colour 

wheel. 

 d. I can use a colour wheel to 

select appropriate colours for 

a piece of work. 

 

 

e. I can explore making marks 

on a variety of papers. 

e. I can paint pictures of 

what I see. 

e. I can create a painting to 

convey a purpose. 

e. I can experiment in 

creating mood & feelings with 

colour. 

e. I can use different colours 

to create a mood. 

e. I can explore the effect of 

light, colour, texture & tone 

on natural & man-made 

objects. 

  f. I am beginning to develop 

my own personal style of 

painting. 

 f. I have developed my own 

personal style of painting, 

drawing upon ideas from other 

artists. 
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S
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a. I have used rigid materials 

i.e. cardboard boxes tubes, 

lego, mobilo… 

a. I have used rolled up 

paper, straws, paper, card and 

clay as materials. 

a. I have used clay and other 

mouldable materials with a 

purpose. 

a. I can add other materials 

to provide interesting detail. 

a. I can use frameworks (such 

as wire or moulds) to provide 

stability and form. 

 

 

b. I have used clay, dough and 

plasticine. 

 b. I can use techniques such 

as rolling, cutting, moulding 

and carving. 

b. I use my clay techniques to 

apply to pottery studied in 

other cultures. 

b. I can use a variety of tools 

& techniques for sculpting in 

clay, papier mache & other 

malleable materials. 

 

b. I can choose from all of 

the techniques from levels 1 – 

4 to embellish my work as 

appropriate. 

c. I can choose tools that are 

appropriate to the material 

and activity. 

c. I can add texture & 

pattern to my models using 

tools. 

c. I have added texture and 

pattern to my clay work. 

c. I can add texture that 

conveys feelings, expression 

or movement. 

 

c. I can use carvings to a 

surface to create shapes, 

texture & pattern. 

 

 d. I can pull apart & 

reconstruct basic shapes. 

d. I can create 3D pieces 

from 2D images.   

d. I can explore how stimuli 

can be used as a starting point 

for 3D work with a particular 

focus on form, shape, pattern, 

texture & colour. 

 

d. I can make nets of shapes 

to make recognisable forms 

and join these together to 

make different forms. 

d. My models, on a range of 

scales, communicate my 

observations from the real or 

natural world. 

  e. My 3D work has a well 

thought out purpose. 

 

e. I can experiment with 

making life size models 

 e. My 3D work contains both 

tactile & visual qualities. 



T
o 

m
as

te
r 

te
ch

ni
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e
s 

in
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 (
C
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a. I can select and use 

different materials from the 

‘Help Yourself trolley’. 

a. I can sort & arrange 

collage materials for a 

purpose & according to 

specific qualities. 

a. I can mix paper & other 

materials with different 

textures & appearances. 

a. I can select and arrange 

materials for a striking 

effect. 

a. My collage combines both 

visual and tactile qualities. 

a. I can modify and change 

materials to be used in my 

collage. 

b. I have explored & 

experimented with lots of 

collage materials. 

b. I can cut & tear paper, 

textiles & card for my 

collages. 

b. I can develop skills of 

overlapping & overlaying. 

b. I can use coiling, overlaying 

& overlapping to create a 

piece of work. 

b. I can experiment with 

techniques that use 

contrasting textures, colours 

or patterns. (rough/smooth, 

light/dark, plain/patterned). 

b. My collage has a striking 

effect because of the 

combination of its colour 

choices, pattern, lines, tones 

and shapes. 

 c. I can use paste, glue & 

other adhesives. 

c. I can curl, fold & roll paper 

to create effects. 

c. I can use tessellation & 

other patterns in my collage. 

c. I can ensure work is 

precise through a range of 

techniques. 

 

   d. I can explore mosaic, 

montage & collage from other 

cultures. 

d. My collage takes 

inspiration from artists or 

designers. 

d. My collage has a definite 

theme that is apparent to any 

viewer. 
  e. I can use shapes, textures, 

colours & patterns in my 

collages. 

e. I can include other 

embellishments using a variety 

of techniques including 

drawing, painting & printing 

e. My collage reflects a real 

purpose. 

e. I can develop embellishing 

by using more advanced 

stitching and applique 

techniques. 
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o 
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te
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a. I can explore printing with 

hands, feet & found materials. 

a. I can use printing tools 

such as fruit, vegetables & 

sponges. 

a. I can make my own printing 

blocks e.g. string patterns, 

plasticine shapes. 

a. I can make my own printing 

blocks & experiment with 

different materials. 

a. I have been introduced to 

screen printing. 

 

 b. I can explore techniques 

such as repeating, overlapping, 

rotating & arranging shapes. 

b. I can print by pressing, 

rolling, rubbing & stamping. 

b. I can make precise 

repeating patterns. 

b. I can make precise 

repeating patterns by 

creating accurate printing 

blocks. 

b. I can create an accurate 

pattern, showing fine detail. 

c. I can use one colour of 

paint or ink on a block. 

  c. I can build up layers of 

colours to make prints of two 

or more colours. 

c. I can create more intricate 

patterns using knowledge of 

colour, line, shape & texture. 

c. I can build up colours in my 

printing (including screen 

printing). 
 d. I have looked at how 

artists & designers have used 

colour, shapes & lines to 

create patterns (wallpapers, 

fabrics etc). 

d. I can create a print in 

response to the work of an 

artist or designer. 

d. I have explored printing 

from other cultures and time 

periods. 

d. I can replicate patterns I 

have observed in the natural 

or man-made world. 

d. I can base my prints on a 

theme from other cultures. 

T
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m
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D
M

) 

a. I can make marks on 

screen, change the pen colour 

& rub out to change my work. 

a. I can use the computer to 

draw pictures with lines & 

shapes. 

a. I can use a paint program 

to produce pictures. 

a. I can use ICT to 

manipulate images. 

a. I can take digital 

photographs & beginning to 

enhance them using computer 

software. 

a. I can take digital 

photographs & am able to 

enhance them using computer 

software. 

b. I am aware that 

photography is a form of art. 

b. I can use a camera to take 

a photograph of an 

image/object. 

b. I have explored with a 

variety of lenses: cameras, 

magnifying glasses, telescopes 

& binoculars. 

 

b. I can use a camera to 

capture detail from the 

natural & man-made world. 

  

 c. I can collect photographs 

for a theme. 

c. I am aware that there are 

famous & specialist 

photographers. 

c. I can experiment with 

scale, perspective, movement 

& colour in photography. 

 

c. I can explore negative & 

positive. 

 



  d. I can make a flick book to 

give the impression of 

movement. 

d. I understand that 

camcorders & videos are 

forms of photography & the 

principles of how they work. 

d. I can create digital images 

with some animation, video or 

sound to communicate my 

ideas. 

 

T
o 
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te
r 

te
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in
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a. I am aware of colour, 

texture & shape. 

a. I can group fabric & 

threads by colour & texture. 

a. I know how to dip dye to 

produce fabric of contrasting 

colours. 

a. I can dye fabrics using a 

range of techniques e.g. tie 

dye, batique. 

 a. I can design shapes, tie-

dyes, batiks & prints for a 

specific outcome. 

b. I can handle & manipulate 

materials such as threads, 

cottons, wool, raffia, ribbon  

& grass. 

 

b. I can make weavings with 

fabrics & threads. 

b. I can weave to create a 

pattern. 

b. I can create a piece of 

work through weaving. 

b. I have explored the basics 

of knitting & embroidery. 

b. I can choose from a range 

of stitching techniques. 

 c. I look at examples of 

thread & textiles used to 

create pictures, objects or 

patterns e.g. patchwork. 

c. I have explored plaiting & 

understand the basic method. 

c. I have explored the basics 

of quilting, padding & 

gathering fabric. 

c. I can combine some of the 

techniques I know to produce 

a piece of work. 

c. I can use precise textile 

techniques to convey the 

purpose of my work. 

 d. I can produce a simple 

running stitch on a sewing 

card. 

d. I can use a simple running 

stitch to join fabrics. 

d. I can produce a simple 

cross-stitch & backstitch. 

d. I can use other techniques 

of sewing e.g. blanket stitch & 

chain stitch. 

d. I can experiment with soft 

sculpture; cutting & joining 

patterns & embellishing the 

components. 
   e. I am aware of textiles 

from other cultures & times. 

 e. I can base my work on 

tapestries, artefacts & 

hangings throughout history & 

other cultures. 

 

 

 


